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In 2013, ten Ministers in charge of Research, Innovation and Higher

Education of the 5+5 Dialogue countries of the Western Mediterranean
met on the occasion of the Ministerial Conference on Research, Innovation

and Higher Education in Rabat in presence of the European Commission,

the Secretariat General of the Arab Maghreb Union, and the Secretariat of
the Union for the Mediterranean thanks to the leadership of Italy and

Morocco (Rabat, 2013).

In 2015, the Ministers signed a declaration,

which aims at strengthening cooperation
in research, innovation and higher

education for promoting sustainable

economic growth, social inclusion and
creating new opportunities for youth in

the Western Mediterranean Region

(Madrid, 2015).
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Unemployability

Source: www.statista.com

Youth unemployment rate in EU member states of the Western

Mediterranean as of June 2020 (Up to 25 years old)



Several initiatives fostering Blue Economy ecosystem in the EU have seen

the light. Examples: BlueMed initiative, WestMed initiative, EUSAIR, etc.

According to the European maritime policy, macro-regional sea-basin

initiatives are being implemented in the seas bordering Europe, promoting
growth and development strategies that exploit the strengths and address

the weaknesses of each large sea region in the EU.
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The cross border Blue Economy alliance has been nurtured by some

specific bilateral cooperation agreements that strengthen and consolidate
integration among partner countries, like the partnership agreement

signed between the cluster Blue Italian Growth (BIG) and Cluster

Maritime Tunisien (CMT) in June 2020 as drivers to accelerate
employability, entrepreneurship, capacity building especially in Southern

countries.

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/sea_basins_en

https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/news/italian-and-tunisian-maritime-clusters-boost-collaboration-strategic

Bilateral 
cooperation 

https://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/policy/sea_basins_en


Blue Skills
• Training

• Mobility

• Access to Research
infrastructures

• Entrepreneurial
skills

• Start up 
Competitions



Throughout this training path, young scientists, researchers and Ph.D.

students have benefitted; project managers, economists, engineers and
other professionals have updated their skills; policymakers, administrators

have been involved and public, young individuals and children have been

reached.
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